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First International Conference
on Children's Literature
September 20-22, 2024

Nepal Academy
Nepalese Society for Children's Literature (NeSChil)

Special Features

[l Seminar Paper Presentation
[] Panel Discussions

[0 Book Exhibition

[] 'Meet the Author' Program
[l Art Exhibition

[ Cultural Performances

[ Storytelling

Please register yourself. The first hundred entries from Nepal
will'be entertained on priority basis.
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INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE CONFERENCE-2024
il By e 0L9

Kathmandu

Organized by:

8

&

International delegates will be especially contacted by the organizers.

N For registering, please log in to uw.nepalbalsahitya.org.n%

Pro. Sitaram Gautam

Tundi Rs Jv

Mobile No. 985-1088023
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Biosphere Failure

P. Pilgrim — — —

In the early 1990 a
new scientific research
facility was located in Ari-
zona, U.S. It was de-
signed to emulate Earth’s
environment but in outer
space and to demonstrate
the viability of closed eco-
logical systems to support
and maintain human life in
space colonization. It was
a substantial construction
divided into three zones,
an aboveground airtight
glass-enclosed area, a
belowground technology
area, and an area desig-
nated as human habitat.
The main aboveground
structure was made of
nearly 204,000 cubic
metres of sealed glass
supported by steel frames
and was 27.7 metres at
its highest point. The main
portion of the glass struc-
ture contained five eco-
systems: coastal fog
desert and tropical
rainforest, and savanna
grassland, mangrove wet-
land, and ocean complete
with coral reef. However,
they were not able to simu-
late one weather condi-
tion, wind. Was wind nec-
essary for the success of
the simulation. The
belowground
Technosphere supported
the 1.27-hectare facility
and contained the technol-
ogy that ran and main-
tained the biosphere envi-
ronment. Air was circu-
lated to the air handlers
from the Energy Centre, a
building external to the
glass-enclosed area. The
Energy Centre also pro-
vided hot and cold water
for temperature regulation
and housed generators
that served as an addi-

tional power source for Bio-
sphere 2. In addition to the
several biomes and living
guarters for people, there
was an agricultural area
and workspace to study the
interactions between hu-
mans, farming, technology
and the rest of nature as a
new kind of laboratory for
the study of the global ecol-
ogy. The mission began on
September 26, 1991, when
four men and four women,
were sealed inside the
glass biome. Everything
that the crew and animals
needed to live was supplied.

Yet it was a miserable
and expensive failure some
went as far as to call it
"New Age drivel masquer-
ading as science". Almost
from the very beginning it
was plagued with numer-
ous problems. Of these, a
mysterious loss of oxygen
and widespread extinction
were the most notable.
Over the months there was
a constant and puzzling
decline in the oxygen lev-
els. They dropped to such
a level that oxygen had to
be pumped into the domes
to allow them to finish the 2
year experiment. The care-
fully chosen variety of plant,
animal, and insect species
had been included. Al-
though of the 25 small ver-
tebrates with which the
project began, only 6 sur-
vived to the mission's end.
Almost all of the insect spe-
cies went extinct. However,
some species thrived in this
man-made environment.
Crazy ants, cockroaches,
and katydids ran rampant,
while certain vines (like
morning glories) threat-
ened to choke out every
other kind of plant. However,

over time the effects of the
windless environment be-
came apparent. Anumber
of acacia trees bent over
and even snapped. With-
out the stress of wind to
strengthen the wood, the
trunks grew weak and
could not hold up their own
weight. Everything in cre-
ation has a specific func-
tion, right down to the wind.
Biosphere Il could not sus-
tain a balanced ecosys-
tem, and therefore failed.
This was because the sci-
entists didn’'t understand
the complexity of the world
God created for them to
live in. Many times people
think they know more than
God only to fail miserably.
In the days of Job, God
asked Job ‘Where wast
thou when | laid the foun-
dations of the earth? de-
clare, if thou hast under-
standing.” Job chapter 38
verse 4. God is saying,
Job you were not there
when | made the earth,
you do not know what it
needs. Just like these sci-
entists, they thought they
knew more than God.
Let’s not worry about wind
it isn’t really necessary.
However, the experiment
failed, and they realised
that they needed the wind.
They needed the stress
from the wind to build up
the strength in the tree.
Every Christian can testify
to that need of stress in
their lives, to build up and
strengthen their faith and
trust in God. The wind
stress, trials and prob-
lems, builds character for
people who learn to sur-
vive the test that life gives
them and learn from it.
pilgrimway101@yahoo.com
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