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Was theTirupati BalajiTemple
an Old Buddhistemple ?

The Book titled"Tirupati Balaji was a Buddhist Shrine"
by Dr. K. Jamanadas presents a detaileguinent that the
Tirupati BalajiTemple, a significant Hindu shrine todayas
originally a Buddhist temple. Below is a summary and analy
based on the key points from the eBook:
1. Historical Context:

e The book outlines t
historical conflict betwee
Buddhism and Brahmanis
(early Hinduism), emphasizi
that Buddhism was on
widespread in India beforg
Brahmanical resurgence led
the decline of Buddhism. T
period saw many Buddh
shrines and temples bei
appropriated and convert
into Hindu temples.

2. The Claim that Tirupati
Balaji Wasa Buddhist Shrine:

e The central claim ¢
the book is that the Tirupé
Balaji Temple, now dedicated to Londenkateswara, was
originally a Buddhist site. The author argues that the d
worshipped in the temple todayhich is identified with/ishnu,
was originally a Buddhist figure, likely the Bodhisatt
Padmapani.

3. Evidenceand Arguments:

e lconography: The physical characteristics of the id
at Tirupati are compared with Buddhist images. The author n
that the Murthi (idol) in the temple does not conform
traditionalVishnu images but bears a resemblance to Budd
iconographyparticularly to Padmapani.

e Historical Records: The book references historica
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records and interpretations suggesting that the temple area was

inhabited by Buddhists and that many customs and rituals
associated with the temple have roots in Buddhist practi
For instance, the tradition of tonsuring at Tirupati is argue
be a relic of Buddhist traditions.

e Lack of Traditional Hindu Attributes The author points
out that several features typically associated with Hindu tem

and deities are absent in the case of Tirupati. For example,

temple does not have family deities (parivar devatas), whig

unusual for a temple of its significance.
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e Rathayatra and Other Traditions: The annual
Rathayatra (chariot festival) at Tirupati is also claimed to b
Buddhist origin, with parallels drawn to similar practices
Buddhism.

4. Cultural and ReligiousAmalgamation:

e The book argues that as Buddhism declined, Brahn
adapted many Buddhist sites and practices into the Hindu
often reinterpreting or rebranding them as Hindu. This proc
was not unique to Tirupati but was part of a broader pat
seen across India, where many Buddhist temples w
converted into Hindu temples.

5. Conclusion of the Book:

e Dr. Jamanadas concludes that ffieupati Balaji
Temple's origins lie in a Buddhist shrine that was later ada|
for Hindu worship. He asserts that the current Hindu traditi
and worship practices at the temple are a result of centurig
religious and cultural amalgamation, where Buddhist elem
were incorporated into Brahmanism.

Analysis:

The Book provides a compelling argument backed
historical analysis, iconographic studies, and interpretation
religious practices. The author's claims are supported
references to other similar cases where Buddhist sites
converted into Hindu temples. While this view is controvers
and challenges the traditional understanding of the Tiru
BalajiTemple's origins, it highlights the complex and intertwin
history of religions in India.

In answering whether th&irupati Balaji Temple was
originally a Buddhist shrine, the Book suggests that it ind
was, based on the evidence and analysis presented. Hov
the subject remains debated among scholars, with oppg

views holding that the temple has always been a Hindu si]e.

The conclusions drawn in the eBook offer an alterna
perspective on the history of one of India's most fam
temples, challenging readers to reconsider ttigirs and

now
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Considering studying or working aboard?
Come to Joy International Language Institute

for all levels of

English and Spanish Language Classes

including |ELTS, PTE, TOEFL

Improve your conversation skKills
speaking with a native speaker.

Gatthaghar Road (on the way to
Global Pathsala School Junior Block)

Contact the Office :
974 597 9010

joylanguageinstitute@gmail.com
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Sally the python

P.Pilgrim

Man has been created in the image of God with the wonder-
ful ability to think, consider and reason. People can look at puzzles
and work them out. This also allows them to know whether what
they do is good or bad. Therefore, all our actions have conse-
guences. Some big and some little, good and bad, public and
unseen. Men start to weigh the consequences to their actions or
inactions when they consider what they are doing. The story is
told of a family who had a python as a family pet called Sally
When they first bought it, it was only one ft long. They didn’t
keep it in its own cage instead allowed it to roam free through the
duplex apartmenfs the snake grew they still didikeep it locked
up, and it grew to 11 and a half feet and weighed 80 pounds.
Animal experts say that two people should always be present
when someone is handling a snake like a python as they are con-
strictors meaning that they constrict their prey rather than inject-
ing it with venomAll pythons are whas called ambush preda-
tors. That means they danproactively stalk their preyut in-
stead hide and wait for prey to come to them. Reports have been
made of snakes measuring themselves lying next to a person to
see if they are the longesYaiting their time before they strike.
They story continues that the family had left their 15 year old son
Derek alone in the house with the snake still loose. When they
returned, they found him dead, the fansilpet snake, Salljust
inches from the youth, coiled and rearing its head in an attack
posture. Newspaper reports quoted the police as saying that the
snake was quite aggressive, hissing and reacting when they ar-
rived to investigate An autopsy the followingVednesday con-
firmed that the boy died of asphyxiation caused by compression
of the chest when the snake wrapped around him.

Many times we think it isn’t important to follow the rules. It
doesnt matter one way or anothddowever all actions have
their consequences which for this family the consequences were
tragic. Their inaction to buy a cage for the reptile, their inaction to
follow the rules of always having two people present when han-
dling the snakeTheir inaction led to tragedyBut you and | are
also in danger of tragedy if we don't take action. The Bible says
we are all sinners, that is, we have broken the law of God. There-
fore, we are enemies to God, we have no peace oRyan
chapter 5 verse 12 ‘Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned:” If we continue on this path of death and
don’t take any action to change our place before God then we too
will know tragedyThe scriptures tell us that ‘But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us’. Rom 5:8. This gift of Christ means that if we accept him we
can have eternal liféVe can have peace and joy with Gk
can change our path and be brought into the light. Inaction will
keep you on the same path, the action of trusting Christ will take
you on the path to heaven. | trust that you will see the danger
your inaction is having and come and trust Christ as your Sav-
iour.

pilgrimway101@yahoo.com
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