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BillyMartinandanAngry Spirit
P. Pilgrim

Billy Martin was arAmerican Major League Baseball (MLB
second baseman and managéto, in addition to leading othe
teams, was five times the manager of the Mevk Yankees. He
was known for his skill as a manager but also his short ten
which got him fired and then rehired on many occasions. E
had a good relationship with Mickey Mantle a fellow play
with theTexas Rangers the team Billy managed at the tifhe.
two of them loved to tell this stgrilly had received a brand
new rifle as a gift from the team. So of course Billy wanted ta
hunting.

"l know a guy who owns a ranch,” Mickey said. "sl&
doctor and good friend of mine, and I'm pretty sure he’ll let
go deer hunting on his ranclou’re going to have to get u
early though, around four o’clock in the morning, because

take a few hours to get there." "l don’t care. | really want to
deer hunting with my new rifle," said Billjpo Mickey and Billy

drove all the way down to the ranch. "Now you wait in the'car

said Mickey "I'll go up and knock on the dooand I'll ask the
doctor if it's all right for us to go hunting." Billy stayed in th
car while Mickey knocked on the dodrhe doctor answerec
and said, "Hey Mick, what are you doing down here?" "
got Billy Martin, the manager of the Rangers out here with
He’s waiting in the car and we’re wondering if we could go d
hunting on your ranch." "Sure anytime," the doctor repli
"But you've got to leave the car there, and go through
barnyard to get to where you need to go hunting."

Mickey smiled, turned and walked awdydey! By the
way... Can you do me a favour?" shouted the doctdfhen
you go through the barnyard you'll see an old mule... stang
over by the barn... can you shoot that mule for me?" Mic
paused and shook his head. "Oh man, we don't want to S
your mule.We came down here to hunt dééwell you'd be
doing me a big favour said the doctor'Because | just dot’
have the heart to do it... I've had him a long time.sHdout
twenty-years-old. He hasn’'t done any work in about ten ye
I’'m going to have to have him put down anywHyou shoot
him for me, you'll really be doing me a big favduMickey
nodded. "Ok. I'll shoot your mule."

As Mickey headed back to the céie decided to play &
joke on Billy. He ran to the cayanked the door open. "Give m
my rifle!" he said with a ticked-6tone. "Whats the matter?"
asked Billy "We drove four hours to get down here to go d
hunting and this guy says we cago hunting." Mickeys
voice grew angry and serious. "I'm going to shoot his mu

Mickey took out his rifle and loaded it. Billy tugged on Mickey’

rifle. "Oh my, you cant do thatWe’'ll get in trouble There’ll be
jail." "Give me the rifle.” Mickey pulled his rifle away from Billy
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He ran to the barn. Billy followed him. "Bang!" Mickey shot t

e

mule in the side of the neck and it dropped to the ground with a
thud. Bam! Bam! Bam! Mickey spun and spotted Billy with his
gun. "Billy, what are you doing?" Billy yelled back, face red
with anger "We'll show that son of a gun! | got three of his

cows!"

Whether the tale is true or false the moral of the story ign't.

Anger can be dangerously contagiolis.Proverbs puts it, i
chapter 22:24, 25 ‘Make no friendship with an angry man;

nd

with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn his ways,

and get a snare to thy soul'.
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