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Contact the Office :
974 597 9010

joylanguageinstitute@gmail.com
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Ancient Board Games of
N Senet and Ur

Throughout historypeople have enjoyed games that challengg
mind, test patience, and require careful planning. Some of the earliest
games were remarkably complicated, involving stratsgifl, and an unde
standing of rules that could take years to mas®oard games have exist]
for thousands of years. One of the earliest known examples is Senet,
ered in ancient Egypt and dating
back to approximately 3000 B
The game was played on a ba
containing thirty squares, and pl
ers moved pieces according to g~
results of throwing sticks or ofl
casting objectsAlthough the prg
cise original rules remain unce¢
tain, Senet eventually became
sociated with religious belie
about death and the journey i
the afterlife.

Another ancient game, the Royal Game of Ur, dates to approxini
2600 BC in Mesopotamigrchaeologists discovered beautifully decorg
game boards in the ancient royal tombs of Ur, in modern-day Iraq. P
raced their pieces across a board, using throws of four-sided dice to
mine their moves. The game combined chance with strategic deci

protect their own pieced\s civilisations developed, board games bec
increasingly sophisticated. Chess, which developed from an Indian
called chaturanga around the sixth centAfy, introduced a remarkab
level of strategic complexityEach piece moved dérently, and victory
depended upon anticipating an opponent's plans several moves Ah
skilled player needed patience, concentration, and an understanding
merous possible combinations. These games reveal humanity's love
tellectual challenges. Their intricate rules and countless possibilitie
make them fascinating, but they can also make them difficult for begi
A person may spend years studying strategies and still encounter sit
they have never experienced before.

There is nothing inherently wrong with enjoying complicated ga
They can develop concentration, encourage logical thinking, and pr
hours of enjoyment. However, the complexity of these games offers
interesting comparison with the greatest question of human existence)
can we be reconciled to God and receive eternal life? People have
attempted to answer this question through religious ceremonies, good
human traditions, and complicated systems of rules. They may believ

understand dffcult theological aguments.Yet the Bible presents a thf-
ent message. Ephesians 2:8-9 declares: “For by grace are ye saved
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest]
man should boast.” Salvation is not a prize that we win by master
complicated spiritual game. It is God's gracious gift, received through
in Jesus ChristWe cannot earn it through our achievements or purchg
through our good deeds. The message of the Gospel is profound
meaning, yet wonderfully simple in its central truthle are sinners, sep

and mercysent His Son to die for uShe Lord Jesus Christ declared in J
14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, | am the wéye truth, and the life: no m3
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” There are not countless mo
calculate, hidden rules to discover, or impossible challenges to over
Christ has accomplished the work necessary for our salvation throug
death and resurrection. Our responsibility is to repent, believe the G
and trust in Him. John 3:16 gives us the heart of this wonderful meg
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
Notice the word whosoeveGod's invitation is not restricted to scholg
wealthy people, or those who have mastered religious knowledge
extended to everyone who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ancient board games demonstrate the ingenuity of the human
Their intricate rules and strategic possibilities can challenge even thg
experienced players(et eternal life does not depend upon our ability
solve every mystery of existence or understand every theological g
The Gospel directs us away from our own achievements and towar
finished work of Jesus Chrishs Acts 16:31 simply states: “Believe on t
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
pilgrimway101@yahoo.co
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