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WhenAmericans and Germans
Fought on the Same Side in WWII

P. Pilgrim

In the final days oWorld War II, an extraordinary battle took plgce
at Castle Itter in thdustrianAlps. It was a battle that reminds us ¢f a
profound spiritual truth: sometimes, rescue comes from the most|unex-
pected place, and those once divided can stand together against a gommon
enemy In this remarkable storyve can see a picture of the greater rescue
that Jesus Christ offers to sinful mankind, bringing us into fellowship
with God.

g9 |
Wﬁﬁﬁl [T HE%‘?T T Castle Itter had been turned into a prison by the Nazis during the
. war, holding several prominent French prisoners, including a tennis cham-
H IATHATS T g Jeil e & | pion and relatives of important French leaders. By May 4, 1945, th¢ Nazi
aTeff TUEhT O ST &1 @ guards had fled, leaving the prisoners vulnerateough they were frefe
fofsr e | amrias @esemT TEr | to leave, danger remained as SS troops were approaching and determined
to kill them. Help came from a very unusual source, it came through Josef
mﬁg%ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ Gangl, a GermaWehrmacht dfcer who had become disillusioned wjith
the Nazi regime. Recognising the danger facing the prisoners, Gangl|sought
HIeel ST &7 9 5 Eﬁf@”‘iﬁ FE® assistance from nearBynerican forcesAn American tank unit agreed|to
ST UG <ATgeh! a9, @isiehl 3R help, and sooAmerican soldiers and German troops were preparipg to
T S <Tesh! TTiEehT e T faag defend the castle togethdten who had been enemies found themsglves
aﬁﬁmﬁrﬁ%ﬂ@anﬁraﬁ@uam united against a greater threat. On May 5, 1945, the Battle of Casfle Itter
By foeT o Fvir e unfolded. The defenders, greatly outnumbered by the attacking SSfforces,
afee fought courageously to protect the prisonaraerican soldiers and Ge&r
afty &7 | ST ot oty mfesenr 31 man defenders stood shoulder to shoulHeeir unlikely alliance demon-
w3 foferents menr g foR steeRr 3t][fated that for:mgr elnemigsdcould unitef forha gu;poze grealltﬁr thgn theifr
AT ST T ifferences. The battle ended in victory for the defenders, althougt Jose
TR | e Tw ™ bGanlgl lost his life and was the only casualty on the deféndiele of th
attle.
feet 7 o He ey Wt e This remarkable event points us toward an even greater resclie: the

T | e T aw T favafaeerer
A AW fos o | @ Atk

work of Jesus Christ in saving sinful mankind. The Bible teachep that
humanity's deepest problem is not merely conflict between natigns or

e e | TRERST people, but separation from God because of their sin. Romans 3|23 de-
NBENHP S laaer Wg;ﬁg clares, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” Evefy one
el of us stands guilty before a holy God. Like the prisoners at Castle Itfer, we
’T§I Wﬁ‘l@ HRTEHT WI A cannot deliver ourselves from the danger we face and our sin brings cpndem
O e fe@n nation and separation from Gatherefore, we need a Rescu&howin
faal | His love, God sent His Son to save sinners. Jesus Christ came into this
N world, lived without sin, and willingly gave His life on the cross to bedr the
. penalty of our sins. Romans 5:8 proclaims, “But God commendeth h|s love
sAtaarrer aTefl faaar ghmaes | toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died foraAstl
TSt ETHT QT ST 7 TRt 9T | Itter, the prisoners needed someone willing to risk their lives to defend
St & g them. In a far greater wajesus Christ willingly laid down His life to resgue

Tl HeTE I FHLehT ST ufeeral
F9 arg feafe st dte

us from sin and judgment. 1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God|” The
apostle Peter makes specific note of the purpose: that he might brirjg us to

T JeI F&Ee % €71 | God. Christ did not merely come to remove our guilt; He came to restre our
I ate SNy 27 B, el w==r@dr | relationship with the FathefThe defenders of Castle Itter stood togefther

IS, e Sife ST | T=aew u3e | because arescue was needed. The gospel tells us that Jesus came {o do what
?l‘imqur’ AR gt we could never accomplish for ourselves. Ephesians 2:13 declarep, “But
0T 37| SRR now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh|by the

Fieciehe! TeRleR & | TRad: & o
EHT 3FehT ox1ehT TISTT AR T i
FEaeT e ferey fammeratfer atmg |

& foT T Faer AU Arefies ad
T R ST ST | TATS el g S T

blood of Christ.” Sin has separated us from God, but Christ brings believers
near to God. Through faith in Jesus, we are reconciled to God and wejcomed
into His family
The Battle of Castle Itter reminds us that rescue can come frgm the
most unexpected place and when hope seems lost. However, the fross of
Jesus Christ is the greatest rescue in hiskbeycame for the guilfyied
for the ungodly and rose again so that sinners might bgifen and
brought into fellowship with God. | wonder, have you seen your danger

T S ® 0 I fer o= @Iﬁ@r and been rescued? If not, scripture says ‘And call upon me in the [day of
Teptfer formr grg AT W= ST & | trouble: | will deliver thee,..." psa50v15.
foer a ST T EY ST R | pilgrimway101@yahoo.com
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Considering studying or working aboard?
Come to Joy International Language Institute

English and Spanish Language Classes

including |ELTS,

for all levels of

PTE, TOEFL

Improve your conversation skills
speaking with a native speaker.

Gatthaghar Road (on the way to
Global Pathsala School Junior Block)

Contact the Office :
974 597 9010

joylanguageinstitute@gmail.com
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